
ERSS Part I - Research Design and Implementation in Social Science 

 

Field Research – Exercise  

 

The goal of the exercise is to develop skills in (a) formulating research questions and identifying its 

key concepts (b) building theory-informed arguments as to the expected relationships between those 

concepts (c) developing a data collection plan, which includes decisions as to who, where and when to 

study, as well as what information to collect (observable implications) (d) documentation strategies 

during the data collection (e) interpreting data collected from different sources (i.a. two independent 

observers of the same site) (f) reporting results of a small scale data collection project.  

 

This document provides the guidelines for the Field Research Exercise. 

 

Step 1: Read this document and consider what research questions to propose for a small scale 

group project  

 

Individually, read this document and consider what topic and field exercise you would like to perform. 

Please prepare a few possible ideas, but also be ready to be flexible about them. You will decide in 

class – in a group of two-three students and after the consultations with a class instructor - which idea 

to develop into a small scale data collection project.  

 

Step 2:  November 30, 2022 

In class, get into groups of two-three people.  Together with your group members, please formulate 

research question(s) that you can answer by field observation.   

 

Consider the main concepts you will examine and define them. After the definition, please pose a 

theory and hypotheses (or, theoretically-based expectations) as to the relationship between these 

concepts. You should specify whether the theoretical relationship between the concepts is causal or 

not, and your justification for this choice. The theory can be a speculation or based on an actual theory 

– in any case it should be an intellectually satisfying explanation.  

 

Develop a data collection plan, which includes decisions as to who, where and when to observe. List 

as many of the observable implications of your research question(s) as you can. In other words, 

discuss what information to collect from the site that will help you answer your questions. Decide, 

together with your colleagues: 

(a) whether you will do participant or non-participant observation;  

(b) the site where you will collect the data (make the observations).   

 

Decide on the timing for doing the exercise, such that it is convenient for each of your group members.  

 

Discuss documentation strategies – how to most effectively make notes during the observation period, 

how to store and share them.  

 

Step 3: Fieldwork 

Go to the site and collect your data; you should spend minimum one and a half hours on observations. 

This time can be split in parts (for example 30 min x 3 different sites), depending on your data 

collection design.  

 

All team members should conduct observations at the same time and site, so that you can compare 

results from different “sources”. 



Observations should be independent: while doing the field work, please do not discuss with your 

partner(s) the points of observation (i.e. what you see/record vs. what they see/record). 

 

Take notes about your observations in relation to those you expected to find (see/observe) given your 

research question/expectation.   

 

Step 4: Fieldwork Research Group Discussion 

After completing the field observation stage, please compare and contrast your findings with those of 

your colleague(s).  Do they overlap? To what extent? What differences in recording of observations do 

you see? Why do you think these differences in observations/recordings (or no differences) occurred? 

Summarize your thoughts and include it your group report. Prepare the report for Step 5. 

 

Step 5: Group Report Due December 14, 2022 

In collaboration with your group members, please write up a summary report (max. 2 pages, single-

spaced), in which you should include:  

a) What are your main concepts, theories, and research question(s)/expectation(s)?  

b) Who did you chose to observe? 

c) What did you chose to observe?  

d) Where did you conduct your observations?   

e) Did your findings help answer your question?  What is/are the result(s)?  

f) What did the discussion with your colleague(s) after the field observation reveal? If you had 

differences, why do you think did they occur? If you did not, why do you think this was the case? 

g) Ethnographers, in contrast to other sociologists, are allowed to reflect on their position as 

researcher in the fieldwork, and the possible effects they have on it. Briefly discuss your personal 

experience in the field as it relates to your conclusions: did you feel phony? Did you easily fit into 

the environment? Were you uncomfortable while observing? What impact may you, as the 

researcher, have had on the observations and the results? 

h) Would you need additional data – and of what kind - to better answer your research question(s)? 

What kind of data, and why? 

 

Please send us your report (one per group, with all your names on it) by December 14, 2022, via email 

at ilona.wysmulek@ifispan.edu.pl, Dubrow.4@osu.edu and jdubrow2000@gmail.com. This exercise 

makes up 20% of your total grade for the course.  
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