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The critical assessment paper is due on February 1, 2021 by 18:00, via email at dubrow.4@osu.edu 

and jdubrow2000@gmail.com. 

 

The purpose of this paper is to (a) strengthen your knowledge of the key concepts and issues of research 

methods, and (b) provide an opportunity to think critically and in-depth about your own research and the 

methods you choose. To derive the greatest utility from this exercise, I encourage you to construct it 

with your dissertation proposal, or some other research project you are/will be involved in, in mind.    

 

The paper is worth 40% of your grade, and has the following guidelines/requirements: 

 

Content 

 

In this exercise, you have to write the “methods section” of a research proposal for a project that you 

are, or would be, interested in pursuing.  In typical research proposals, following the introduction and 

theory and hypotheses sections, there is a section for data and methods.  You are to conceive of an 

empirically based research project and discuss all relevant issues with regards to your methodological 

approach.  The structure of the paper should be the following: 

 

I.  Introduction to the topic of the research project (no more than two paragraphs); 

 

II. Theories and hypotheses (no more than two pages) 

 

III. Data and Methods (7 – 8 pages) 

 

Choice of data and methods:  

 

You are free to choose the type of data and methods you will employ, but you have to justify your 

choice in light of your theories and hypotheses.  The following issues within the Data and Methods 

section must be discussed:   

 

A. Definitions, Concepts, and Measurement.  Here you must also discuss the validity and reliability 

of your measures for the concepts in your theories and hypotheses.   

 

B. Representation of the Units of Analysis. Sampling.  Please discuss the characteristics of your 

sample and how your sample will allow you to address your theories and hypotheses.   

 

C. How you obtained, or plan to obtain, your data (make sure to discuss your method on all relevant 

aspects)  

1. Experimental Design, if you are employing an experimental design; 

2.  Survey Research, if you are using survey data, or plan to collect the survey data  

yourself; 

3.  Field Research, if you plan to go into the field to collect data; 

4.  Research Using Available Data, if you are using secondary data; 

5. Life History and Narrative Approaches, if employing these methods. 

6. Multiple Methods, if you are employing a multiple methods approach.   
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D. Causality and Causal Inference.  Here you must discuss temporal and logical causality, and the 

extent to which your methods allow you to separate correlation from causation. 

 

E. How is the Number of Observations Important?  Please address this in relation to the issue of 

gernalizability of results: what is your project’s potential to yield results that are generalizable 

beyond the sample you are analyzing? 

 

F. a) Statistical Inference, if you are employing quantitative methods of any kind.  Here you must 

discuss the types of statistical procedures you will employ, and why they are appropriate for 

addressing your theories and hypotheses. 

b) If you are using qualitative methods, please discuss how you will analyze the data. 

 

G. Overall, which are the most serious methodological limitations your chosen data & methods are 

likely to raise, given what you set out to investigate.  

 

IV. Bibliography 

 

Format and Style 

 

The paper must have minimum 9 full pages, and should ideally not exceed 11 full pages. It must be 

double-spaced, with 12 pt. Times New Roman font, with normal margins (2,5 cm top, bottom, left and 

right). It must contain your name and an appropriate title (corresponding to the topic you cover).   

 

The paper must have a bibliography/references section. You should have a minimum of five academic 

sources, of which three must focus on methodology. As is standard in academic work, you have to cite 

your sources where appropriate in the text. You may cite websites, but this can only be in addition to the 

academic sources, and must be from reputable internet sources. Citation format can be footnotes, 

endnotes, or in-text (e.g. Kohn 1987. If you use foreign-language sources, provide in brackets their 

English title.  

 

NOTE: We will not accept late papers except for documented reasons and only if we are notified at least 

24 hours prior to the deadline.   

 

 

Grading schema: 

  Max. Grade Your Grade 

Structure   10  

Content     

 Introduction  5  

 Theory & Hypotheses 12  

 Data & Methods   

        Definitions, Concepts, and Measurement 15  

 Units of Analysis. Sampling 12  

 Data Collection Method 12  

 Causality and Causal Inference 12  

 No. of Observations. External validity  10  

 Envisioned Data analysis  7  

 Bibliography  5  

Total Grade  100  

 


